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RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
LLOYD LORD KENYON, 


LORD CHIEF JUSTICE OF ENGLAND, &c. 
MY LORD, 
HE very exalted ſtation 
- which you ſo eminently fill, 
diſpenſing the juſtice of your coun- 
try, and guarding the rights and 
morals of the people; the uniform 
anxiety which you diſcover to re- 
preſs vice, to detect and puniſh 


falſchood, and to advance truth and 


juſtice; and the many other public 
and private virtues which adorn 


your character, all concur in point- 


ing to your Lordſhip as the proper 
Patron of the preſent attempt. 


Ka The 


CS 
The groſs ignorance of many 
among the lower orders of ſociety, 
has long been. a national diſgrace, 
and the cauſe of ſerious complaint; 
and there is no ſubje& upon which 
'this ignorance is more apparent or 
more injurious, than upon the na- 
ture of that moſt ſolemn of all 
obligations, an oath. _ 
 *T was led to conſider this ſub- 
ject by the following circumſtance: 
Il was preſent at the aſſizes for the 
county of ———, when a man 
was tried for a moſt-horrid murder. 
A witneſs of the age of ſixteen was 
produced, who had beem examined 
-before the Coroner, and whoſe de- 
poſition” contained very important 
matter indeed, to prove the charge 
againſt the perſon accuſed; but, 
upon enquiry, it appeared that this 
_ young man was ſo entirely ignorant 


8 | « of- 


Hs 


FE 5 


of the nature and obligation of an: | 
oath, that the learned and humane: 
Judge did. not think it proper to- 
examine him. His Lordſhip las: 
mented, very pathetically, the ex- 
treme ignorance of the common 
people as to the nature of this ſo- 
lemn obligation; and recommend 
ed it as a ſubject worth. the at- 
tention of the patrons of thoſe 
excellent charitable inſtitutions, 
which have been eſtabliſhed in 
many diſtricts of the country, for 
the inſtruction of the por 
It has been my deſign, my Lord, 
to aſſiſt in furniſhing the poor with 
the means of acquiring this im- 
portant and uſeful knowledge; 31 
have endeavoured to render the 
ſubject plain and. eaſy, to adapt it 
to the meaneſt N and the 
A Fo moſt 
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15 moſt tender years, and to compreſs 


it into a compaſs that may not 
overburthen the memory. I would 

indulge myſelf in the pleaſing hope, 
that it may conduce, in ſome de- 
gree, however ſmall, to the public 
advantage. Much of its uſefulneſs. 
will be derived from the protection, 
which, with. your uſual liberality, 

your Lordſhip has been rs to 
afford it. 


l have the honour to be, 
with the moſt profound reſpect, 
MY LOR D, 1 
your Lordſhip's devoted and 
'' obliged humble ſervant, 


D. G. 


33th April, 1789. 
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OR D who ſhall dwell i in thy 

. tabernacle, and reſt upon thy 

" holy hill? He that ſpeaketh the 
| TRUTH from his heart, and 
| hath uſed no deceit with his 
tongue. P/alm xv. 


The lip of TRUTH ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever: but a lying 
tongue 1s but for a moment. 

Prov. xii. 19. 


Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain. 

THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE 
WITNESS. Commandments. 


A4! 


A falſe witneſs ſhall not be un- 
puniſhed: and he that ſpeaketh 


LIES ſhall not eſcape. 
Prov. XiX. 5. 


If a falſe witneſs riſe up againſt any 
man, and teſtify againſt his bro- 
ther that which is wrong; then 
ſhall ye do unto him, as he had 

thought to have done unto his 

Hrother. Deut. xix. 16. 21. 
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HAT is the nature er 
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A. An oath is a ſolemn. appeal to 
Almighty God, by which, laying 
my hand upon the book of his 
holy Goſpels, I publicly declare 
that I know myſelf to be in his 
preſence, and that he knows, 
and is a witneſs to what I 


ſpeak. 
Q. What 
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Q. What do you undertake to do, 


when you make this ſolemn appeal? 


A. I undertake and promiſe, in the 
prefence of God, who is the God 
of truth, and who knows the ſe- 
crets of all hearts; that I will 
declare the truth from the bot- 

tom of my heart; that I will tell 
all that I know ; that I will not 
conceal any thing ; and that I 
will not ſay one word more than 
the truth, 


Q. W, hat is taking a falſe oath, or 
being guilty of peryury * 


A. I am guilty of the horrid crime 


of falſe ſwearing, or perjury, 
whenever, being ſworn, I ſay any 


thing that is falſe, or which I do 


"te not 


BE © 
not know to be true, or when 1 
conceal any thing that I know 
on the matter upon which I am 
ſworn, or whenever I try to miſ- 
lead or impoſe upon thoſe be- 
| fore whom 1 am examined. 


Q. What injury may your Ale 
ſwearing do to your neighbour # 


A. It may be the means of taking. 
away his life, his liberty, or his 
property, it may deprive him of- 
his good name, or, at the leaſt,. 

it may hinder him in the reco- 


vering ſomething that is alt 
due to him. 
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Q. What 
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bat will bappen to yourſelf in - 
8561 world, if you 7 ana Fal N 


A. I ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed by : 

. impriſonment, and expoſed in 
the pillory; 1 I ſhall be deemed in- 
famous, and can. never after- 
wards-be examined as a witneſs, . 
either for myſelf or others; P 
ſhall be ſhunned and deſpiſed as 
a dangerous and bad man, tor- 
mented with an evil' conſcience; 

and deprived of all the comforts 
and enjoyments of the.world ; 
or I ſhall be tranſported from 

this happy country, and if 1 

, ſhould return, _ ſhall ſuffer a. 

ſnameful death as: a common 
felon. bf 
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Q. What 
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Q. What will happen to you in the. 
world to come if Jou ſwear falſely? 


A. I ſhall be driven from the pre- 
ſence of my God, and from all 
the joys of heaven; and ſhall 
receive that dreadful - ſentence, _ 
which, at the laſt day, the Judge 

. of heaven and earth ſhall pro- 
nounce to thoſe on his left hand, 
ſaying, DEPART-FROM ME, 
„ YE. CURSED, INTO EVER=- 
„ LASTING FIRE, PREPARED 
% FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS 
*<© ANGELS.” 
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